
  KS3 English Recommended Reads (9) 

 

Topic  

 
 
 

Gothic/ 
Murder 

Mysteries 
 
 

 
 

           
 

Widely considered a classic, ‘Rebecca’ is a 
psychological thriller about a young woman who 
becomes obsessed with her husband’s first wife. 
This suspenseful tale will enthrall you… 

 
 

Four ordinary high schoolers become murder 
suspects after the death of Simon Keheller- and 
each suspect carries with them their own secret… 

  

 
 
 

American 
Literature 

 
 
 
 
 

 
                      

 
 
 

 
Millions of people site ‘To Kill A Mockingbird’ as 
their favourite book of all time. It explores 
themes of injustice and prejudice from the eyes 
of a Southern child. It is both entertaining, and 
deeply affecting. These characters will stay with 
you for a long time.  

 

 
 
‘The Help’ focuses on African Americans working 
in white households in Mississippi, during the 
early 1960s. Strong storytellers captivate readers 
with their warmth and wit, and sense of outrage 
at the racism that they face each day.  

  

 
 
Family & 
Social Class  
 
(Blood 
Brothers play  
and Romeo 
& Juliet) 
 
 
 

 

 
Seventeen-year-old Joe hasn't seen his brother, 
Ed, in ten years. Ed's locked up - on death row. 
With his execution date set, and the clock ticking, 
Joe is determined to spend those last weeks with 
his brother, no matter what other people think ... 
and no matter whether Ed committed the crime. 
But did he?  
This poignant, timely, heartbreaking novel asks 
big questions: What value do you place on life? 
What can you forgive? And just how do you say 
goodbye?                   

 

 

‘Crossover’ is a novel in verse -- a series of poems 
about twin brothers, JD and Jordan Bell, sons of a 
former pro basketball player, who are making their 
way through middle school as best they can -- 
navigating first crushes, homework, family tensions, 
and of course, basketball. This is an excellent book 
for boys who want a quick, enjoyable, modern read.  

 


